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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

A method for buyer-driven targeting comprising the steps of: 
separately receiving from each of a plurality of buyer entities a 
spective third party proof of purchase record;/ 

entering information contained \r\Ahe received proof of 
purchase records into a searchable electronic database; 

obtaining search criteria for the database; 

searching the information in tfhe database based on the search 
criteria to obtain a group of buyer entities; and 

providing an incentive to dach of a plurality of the buyer entities 
in said group. / 

2. The method as definednn claim 1, wherein the searching step 
results in the obtaining a group ofibuyer entities that meet the search 
criteria; and wherein the providing an incentive step comprises providing an 
incentive to each of the buyer entities in the group. 

3. The method as dfefined in claim 1, wherein the data base 
includes demographic information of each of a plurality of buyer entities. 

4. The method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the step 
of categorizing of purchases listed from a plurality of independent third 
parties in the proof of purchase records based on at least one category; and 
calculating at least one score for a buyer entity based on the amount 
purchased in one or gpore selected categories; and 

entering the score for the buyer entity in the data base. 

5. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein said providing an 
incentive step comprises setting the incentive for each buyer entity in the 
group based oniits purchases of a particular product or service. 

6. Tpe method as defined in claim 1, wherein a plurality of buyer 
entities are individual persons. 
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7. The method as defined in claim 1 , wherein a plurality of the 
buyer entities are corporate or other legal entities. 

The method as defined in claim 1 , further comprising the steps 
receiving buyer entity preference for categories of third 

parties; 

wherein said obtaining search Criteria step includes receiving a 
merchant category designation for the thinjja party; and 

wherein said searching steprcomprises forming the group of 
buyer entities who have indicated in thefr respective buyer preferences that 
they would receive a marketing incentive from third parties in the merchant 
category designation. 

9. The method as defined/n claim 1, further comprising the steps 

of: 

receiving a threshold S/a\ue from the buyer entity that an 
incentive must meet before the buyer entity will receive the incentive; 

receiving a value fowthe incentive to be provided; and 
wherein said searching step includes the step of comparing the 
value of the incentive to the threshold value set by the buyer entity and the 
step of not including that buyer entity in the group if the buyer entity has set 
a threshold value for the incentive which is not exceeded. 

10. The method as cyefined in claim 1, further comprising the steps 

of 

obtaining information on whether one of the buyer entities 
accepted the incentive; anc 

inputting this information to the database. 

1 Y^> The method as defined in claim 7, further comprising the step 
ling information on whethe/the buyer entity made a follow-up 
purchase or a co-purchase contenaporaneous with or after accepting the 
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incentive and inputting this 
entity in the database. 



tation to the purchase record of the buyer 



12.^3The method as defined in^afirTl, wherein said entering step 
fi4^h^€bmprises the catego^iz^Tion of purchases listed from a plurality of 

Tependent third pagj^€s '\n the proof of purchase records based on a set of 
categories. 

1\J. The method as defined in claim 9, further comprising the step 
of calculdf ing at least one score for a buyer entity based on the amount 
purchased\in one or more selected categories. 



14. VThe method as defined in claim 9, further comprising the steps 



of 



calculating a separate score for a buyer entity in each of a 
plurality of categories based on the amount purchased by the buyer entity in 
the respective category; 

calculating a composite score for a particular buyer entity in 
accordance with a function of the separate scores for a plurality of selected 
categories for the particular buyer entity; and 

creating a^jroup of buyer entities based on said composite 

scores. 

15. The method cfe defined in claim 10, further comprising: 
providing a plurality of said Incentives from different advertisers to one of 
the buyer entities, including the steps of determining the sequence or the 
relative prominence of each of\the plurality of the incentive awards based on 
said calculated score. 

16. The method as defined in claim 1 2, wherein the plurality of 
incentives are provided across a plurality of distribution channels. 

17. The method as defined m claim 10, further comprising: 
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receiving additional proof of purchase records for one of said buyer 
entities; and \ 

recalculating at least one of said scores said one of said buyer 
entities based on the additional proof of purchase records. 

18. The method as defined in claim 14, further comprising: 
determining if the recalculated score qualifies said one of the 

buyer entities for an om-going incentive. 

19. The method as defined in claim 14, further comprising: 
recalculating the incentive determined in said incentive providing step by 
applying said recalculated^core of said one of the buyer entities to the 
incentive function. 

20. The method as Refined in claim 14, further comprising: 
providing a plurality of said incentives from different advertisers to one of 
the buyer entities, including theWeps of determining the sequence or the 
relative prominence of each of thip plurality of the incentive awards based on 
said recalculated score. 

21 . The method as defined\n claim 17, wherein the plurality of 
incentives are provided across a plurality of distribution channels. 

22. The method as defined in \\a\m 10, further comprising the 
steps of: 

weighting questions based oh scores of said buyer entity; 
selecting questions, based, at\east in part, on the weight given 

the question; 

sending questionnaires electronically to a plurality of said buyer 

entities; and 

receiving responses to the questionnaire from a plurality of said 
buyer entities; 

weighting said responses from at leas\ one of said buyer 

entities; and 
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recalculating at least one score for the at least one buyer entity 
based on said weighted responses. 

23. The methld as defined in claim 19, further comprising: 
determining if the recalculated score qualifies said one of the 

buyer entities for an on-doing incentive. 

24. The method as defined in claim 19, further comprising: 
recalculating the incentive determined in said incentive providing step by 
applying said recalculated sAore of said one of the buyer entities to the 
incentive function. \ 

25. The method as defined in claim 19, further comprising: 
providing a plurality of said incentives from different advertisers to one of 
the buyer entities, including the steps of determining the sequence or the 
relative prominence of each of thAplurality of the incentive awards based on 
said recalculated score. \ 

26. The method as defined m claim 22, wherein the plurality of 
incentives are provided across a plurality of distribution channels 

27. The method as defined in ©laim 10, comprising: 
obtaining non-purchase information about one of said buyer 

entities from third party; and \ 

recalculating at least one scone of said one of said buyer 
entities based on the non-purchase information. 

28. The method as defined in claim 24, wherein said non-purchase 
information is demographic information. \ 

29. The method as defined in claim 24,Vfurther comprising: 
receiving an authorization from said one of the bii^er entities as a threshold 
requirement to performing the obtaining non-purchase information. 
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30. The method as defined in claim 24, further comprising: 
determining if the recalculated score qualifies said one of the buyer entities 
for an on-going incentive. 

31 . The method as defined in claim 24, further comprising: 
recalculating the incentive determined in said incentive providing step by 
applying said recalculate^ score of said one of the buyer entities to the 
incentive function. 

32. The method ak defined in claim 24, further comprising: 
providing a plurality of said Incentives from different advertisers to one of 
the buyer entities, including yie steps of determining the sequence or the 
relative prominence of each oj the plurality of the incentive awards based on 
said recalculated score. 

33. The method as defined in claim 24, wherein the plurality of 
incentives are provided across a plurality of distribution channels 

34. The method as definep in claim 10, wherein at least one 
category is an individual company, and wherein the score for that category 
is calculated based on the amount of purchases indicated by said proof of 
purchase records for said individual company. 

35. The method as defined intclaim 10, further comprising the step 
of sending at least one score of a particular one of said buyer entities to a 
third party after receipt of an authorization from said particular buyer entity. 

36. The method as defined in claim 10, storing electronically at 
least one score for a buyer entity at a computer for said buyer entity. 

37. The method as defined in claim YJ3, wherein said storing step 
comprises storing the at least one score on a cookie. 

38. The method as defined in claim 33\ further comprising the step 
of said buyer entity sending said score to a third\party. 
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39. Theynethod as defined in defined in claim 10, further 

comprising the steps of: 

recalculating the scores for each of a plurality of buyer entities 

based on new prooV of purchase records entered in the electronic database; 
comparing the recalculated scores to a threshold; and 
generating an indication if one of the recalculated scores 

exceeds said thresholaybut the score before recalculation did not exceed the 

threshold. 

' The method as defined in claim 36, wherein said indication 
frnprises providing an incentive to a buyer entity with a recalculated score 
that exceeds the threshold put the score of the buyer entity before 
recalculation did not exceefcl the threshold. 

4YI . The method as defined in claim 10, further comprising the step 
of calculating a fee based on the scores of the buyer entities provided the 
incentive. 

42. \ The method as defined in claim 10, further comprising the step 
of receiving\information on whether one of the buyer entities made a follow- 
up purchase V>r a co-purchase contemporaneous with or after accepting an 
incentive; ancKrecalculating the score for said one of the buyer entities with 
additional poin^p provided for making the purchase after accepting the 
incentive. 



43. The method as defined in claim 39, further comprising: 
determining if the recalculated score qualifies said one of the buyer entities 
for an on-going incentive. 

44. The metnbd as defined in claim 39, further comprising: 
recalculating the incentive determined in said incentive providing step by 
applying said recalculate^ score of said one of the buyer entities to the 
incentive function. 
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45. The ^method as defined in claim 39, further comprising: 
providing a plurality of said incentives from different advertisers to one of 
the buyer entities] including the steps of determining the sequence or the 
relative prominence of each of the plurality of the incentive awards based on 
said recalculated score. 

46. The method as defined in claim 39, wherein the plurality of 
incentives are provided across a plurality of distribution channels. 

47. The method as defined in claim 10, further comprising the 
steps of; 

receiving\information on whether one of the buyer entities 
accepted the incentive! and 

recalculating at least one of the scores for one of the buyer 
entities based on the buyer entity accepting the incentive. 

48. The method as defined in claim 44, further comprising: 
determining if the recalculated score qualifies said one of the buyer entities 
for an on-going incentive. 

49. The method as Refined in claim 44, further comprising: 
recalculating the incentive determined in said incentive providing step by 
applying said recalculated sconf of said one of the buyer entities to the 
incentive function. 

50. The method as defined in claim 44, further comprising: 
providing a plurality of said incentives from different advertisers to one of 
the buyer entities, including the steps of determining the sequence or the 
relative prominence of each of the plurality of the incentive awards based on 
said recalculated score. 

51 . The method as defined in 3|aim 44, wherein the plurality of 
incentives are provided across a plurality\of distribution channels 
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52. The method as defined in claim 10, comprising: receiving 
information that one of the buyer entities visited a predetermined web site; 
and recalculating one or the scores of said one of the buyer entities to 
increase the score base® on this visit. 

53. The method\as defined in claim 49, further comprising: 
determining if the recalculated score qualifies said one of the buyer entities 
for an on-going incentive. 

54. The method as\defined in claim 49, further comprising: 
recalculating the incentive determined in said incentive providing step by 
applying said recalculated scolfe of said one of the buyer entities to the 
incentive function. 

55. The method as defined in claim 49, further comprising: 
providing a plurality of said incentives from different advertisers to one of 
the buyer entities, including the steps of determining the sequence or the 
relative prominence of each of the^ plurality of the incentive awards based on 
said recalculated score. 

56. The method as defined in claim 49, wherein the plurality of 
incentives are provided across a plurality of distribution channels. 

57. The method as defined In claim 10, wherein said providing an 
incentive step comprises determining an incentive wherein a type and/or 
amount of the incentive is selected for the buyer entity by applying said 
score of said buyer entity to an incentive function. 

^KqA^SS^,/ The method as defined ir/claim 1, wherein said providing an 
" step comprises determining an incentive within an incentive 
licture wherein a type or amounff of incentive is provided to the buyer 
entity based on an electronic input from the buyer entity. 

59. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein said providing an 
incentive step comprises determining an incentive from within an incentive 
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structure wherein a type or amount of incentive is provided to the buyer 
entity based on the buyer entity meeting predetermined search criteria. 

60. The method as defined m claim 1 , wherein the providing an 
incentive step comprises selecting me incentive based on a first criteria of 
purchasing of a particular good or service, and a second criteria of a 
minimum number of different instances when the particular good or service 
was purchased in a predetermines time period. 

61 . The method as defined in claim 1 , wherein the providing an 
incentive step comprises setting the incentive based on a first criteria of 
purchasing of a particular goodfor service, and a second criteria of a 
minimum monetary value purchased of the particular good or service 
purchased in a predetermined/:ime period. 

62. The method as Refined in claim 1, further comprising the step 
of linking to a third party database and inputting information therefrom on 
whether the buyer entity msfde a follow-up purchase or a co-purchase 
contemporaneous with or afjter accepting the incentive and inputting this 



information to the database 

63. The method as 
incentive step comprises in 



defined in claim 1 , wherein said providing an 
luding a cookie with the incentive, with said 



cookie designed to monitorjpredetermined activity relating to said incentive. 

64. The method as defined in claim 1 , further comprising the step 
of submitting a request to one of said buyer entities to provide a rating of a 
product or service only if tme purchase record of the buyer entity shows a 
purchase of the product orjservice to be rated. 



{j^Y I steps of 




The method as defined in claim 61 , further comprising the 
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weighting each entity submitted rating for a product or service 
according to the mo\iey spent on the particular product or service by the 
entity; and 

creating a^n average rating for the product or service based on 
the weighted entity submitted ratings. 

v^L^'l 6£L*^ The method as de/ined in claim 1 , further comprising the 
ste@^l^§lculating a charge for providing the incentive based on the size of 
th^group of buyer entities resulting from the search. 



67. The method^js defined in claim 1 , further comprising the 

step of calculating a charge fqr providing incentives based on a number of 
elements in the search criterii 



58. The method as defined in claim 10, further comprising the step 
of calculating a charge for providing the incentive based on both the size of 
the groupNpf buyer entities resulting from the search and the scores of the 
enti 

QQ^^Jhe method as defined in clafm 1 , further comprising the step 
oflcsfsfparing a source of the third partwproof of purchase records with a 
fbuvce database of third parties and entering only those proof of purchase 
records if from third party sources X$a\ are in the source database. 

70. The method as defined in claim 1 , further comprising the step 
of categorizing purchases relative to a database of categories and entering 
only purchases within selecj?ed categories. 

71 . The methodfas defined in claim 1 , wherein said entering step 
further comprises the Categorization of purchases listed from a plurality of 
independent third parties in the proof of purchase records based on a set of 
categories; 
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calculating a separator score for a buyer entity in each of a 
plurality of categories based on/he amount purchased by the buyer entity in 
the respective category; and 

recording at least one of said scores in a cookie on a buyer 
entity computer that may pe accessed from a communications network by 
at least one merchant. 



72. The method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the steps 



of: 



storing at least one score for a buyer entity on a cookie at a 
computer for said buyer entity; 

a merchant accessing said cookie and obtaining said at least 

one score; 

said merchant correlating said accessed score to at least one 
item of content; and 

serving to the buyer entity said at least one item of content. 

I. The method as defined in claim 10, further comprising the 
steps of storing at least one score for a buyer entity on a cookie at a 
computer for said buyer entity; and updating the score on said cookie with a 
recajculated ^core. 

The method as defined in claim 1 , further comprising the steps 

adding the purchase amounpef^for the buyer entity over a first 
period of time made from a first merptfant to obtain a first merchant 
purchase amount; 

determining if tyfe first merchant purchase amount exceed a 
threshold value; and 

rewardjj<g the buyer entity for having exceeded the threshold 
value of purchases. 

a5. The method as defined in claim 10, further comprising the step 
of updating the searchable database on a continuous basis; and 




updatirt^th* 
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recalculating the scores on a continuous basis. 

76. The metiod as defined in claim 10, further comprising: 
recalculating at least one score for a buyer entity for one of the 

categories based on information on the television viewing habits or the 
viewing of a particularltelevision program by that buyer entity. 

77. The method as defined in claim 73, further comprising: 
determining if the recalculated score qualifies said one of the buyer entities 
for an on-going incentive 

78. The methodtes defined in claim 73, further comprising: 
recalculating the incentive\determined in said incentive providing step by 
applying said recalculated spore of said one of the buyer entities to the 
incentive function. 

79. The method as defined in claim 73, further comprising: 
providing a plurality of said incentives from different advertisers to one of 
the buyer entities, including th)p steps of determining the sequence or the 
relative prominence of each of \he plurality of the incentive awards based on 
said recalculated score. 



80^^ The method as defined in claim 1 >- twftner comprising 
mqpfforing the receiver of an interactw^television to determine if an ad is 




'shown by the receiver ajjfU+ras not been zapped by the buyer entity; and 
providing an incgwfive reward to the buyer entity if the ad has not been 
zappec" 

8\ . The method as defined in claim 77, wherein the incentive 
reward is\a reduction in a pay per view charge for a program being viewed 
at the samV time as the ad. 

82. \fhe method as defined in claim 10, further comprising 
monitoring theVreceiver of an interactive television to determine if an ad has 
been zapped; and providing an incentive based to the buyer entity if the ad 



-84- 



has not been zapped with the incentive determined in accordance with at 



least one of the s 



83. The 
from a storage b< 
the receiver of thlat 
sequence. 



Atty. 



fNo.: 084561/0108 



lores of the buyer entity. 



nethod as defined 10, further comprising: selecting ads 
sed on a particular television program being received by 
buyer entity to display those ads in a predetermined 



84. The 
a sequence of ad 
television program 
the scores of that 



nethod as defined in claim 10, further comprising selecting 
to be displayed at a receiver based on a particular 
being received by a receiver of the buyer entity and on 
buyer entity. 



85. The 
determining an indentive 
particular televisioh 



86. The 



password entered 



method as defined in cl aim 1 0, further comprising 

for viewing a television advertisement based on a 
program being received by a receiver of the buyer entity. 



nethod as defined in claim 10, further comprising 



determining an incentive for viewing a television advertisement based on 



from a receiver of the buyer entity. 



j^pS^^Jhe method as defined in dajrp^TO, further comprising 
t^rmining an incentive for viewing^television advertisement based on a 
predetermined response recpv<fed from the receiver of the buyer entity and at 
least one score of Fthp^tfuyer entity. 

88. A method for buyer-dnjfren targeting comprising the steps of: 
sending to a buyer entity an electronic offer to provide an 

incentive in return ;for address information of the buyer entity; 

receiving from the b[$faf entity an electronic response 

containing said address inform! 

correlating s^iid address information with at least one attribute 

from a database of att^Dutes of buyer entities in an area indicated by the 

address information; 
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selecting from a plurality pf incentives based on said correlated 
attribute; and 

presenting said select&dfihcentive to said buyer entity. 

8^. The method as defined in claim 85, wherein said at least one 
attribute isOncome. 

90. A method for buyer-driven ta/geting comprising the steps of: 

sending to a buyer entity air electronic offer to participate in an 
incentive program in return for access to a credit report for the buyer entity; 

receiving from the buyer entity an electronic response with a 
digital identity verification granting a/ight of access to said credit report; 

searching electronically/said credit report and obtaining at least 
one attribute about the buyer entity from the credit report; 

correlating that attribute to an incentive from a plurality of 
incentives based on said correlated attribute; and 

presenting said selepte^Uncentive to said buyer entity. 



91 . A method for buy^r-c(/iven targeting comprising the steps of: 
sending to a buyer entity an offer for participating in an 

incentive program in return for access to a purchase information pertaining 
to the buyer entity from at least three merchants; 

receiving fromAhe buyer entity an electronic response with a 
digital identity verification Granting a right of access to said purchase 
information of the merchants; 

downloading said purchase information from the merchants; 

electronically searching the purchase information to obtain at 
least one attribute frojjp the purchase information about the buyer entity; 

correlating that attribute to an incentive from a plurality of 
incentives based on ^aid correlated attribute; and 

presenting said selected incentive to said buyer entity. 

92. A method for buyer-driven targeting comprising the steps of: 
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sending to a buyer entity an offer for participating in an 
incentive program in return for unverified p/irchase information pertaining to 
the buyer entity and access to verification^ information held by merchants; 

receiving from the buyer en/ity an electronic response with the 
unverified purchase information and a digital identity verification granting a 
right of access to the buyer entity verification information held by the 
merchants from whom the purchases/were made; 

making a comparison offthe^fioverified purchase information for 
the buyer entity and the buyer entity Ugf^yfetion information from the 
merchants to verify that the unverj/fied^nformation is accurate purchase 
information; 

electronically searching the accurate purchase information to 
obtain at least one attribute abtfut the buyer entity; 

correlating that attribute to an incentive from a plurality of 
incentives based on said correlated attribute; and 

presenting saidAelected incentive to said buyer entity. 



The method as defined in claim 89, further comprising the 

S3 



*3. 
steps of: 

adding the purchase amounts for the buyer entity over a first 
period of timeunade from a first merchant to obtain a first merchant 
purchase amouVt; determining if the first merchant purchase amount exceed 
a threshold value)\and sending an incentive to the buyer entity for having 
exceeded the threshold value of purchases. 

^*^^J94. system for buyer-driven jfirgeting comprising: 

^5 a *' rst component for se^rately receiving from each of a 

Qj*lrality of buyer entities a respective third party proof of purchase record; 

a second componer^Tfor entering information contained in the 
received proof of purchase retards into a searchable electronic database; 

a third component for obtaining search criteria for the database; 
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a fourth component for searching the information in the 
database based on the search cfi^er'ia to obtain a group of buyer entities; 
and 

a fifth cogpjSonent for providing an incentive to each of a 
plurality of the buvgf entities in said group. 



}5. The system as defined in claim 91, wherein said fifth 
component providing an incentive comprises a component for setting the 
incentive\for each buyer entity in the group based on its purchases of a 
particular product or service. 

96. \ The system as defined in claim 92, wherein a plurality of buyer 
entities are (Individual persons. 

97. The system as defined in claim 93, wherein a plurality of the 
buyer entities )pre corporate or other legal entities. 

98. Thij system as defined in claim 94, further comprising: 
a component for receiving buyer entity preferences for 

categories of third parties; 

wherein said third component for obtaining search criteria 
includes a component for receiving a merchant category designation for the 
third party; and 

wherein kaid fourth component for searching comprises a 
component for forminglthe group of buyer entities who have indicated in 
their respective buyer preferences that they would receive a marketing 
incentive from third parties in the merchant category designation. 

99. The system afe defined in claim 91, further comprising: 
a component for receiving a threshold value from the buyer 

entity that an incentive must\meet before the buyer entity will receive the 
incentive; 

a component for receiving a value for the incentive to be 
provided; and 
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\ 

component for comparing the value of the incentive to the threshold value 
set by the buyer entity and a component for not including that buyer entity 
in the group if the buyer entity has set a threshold value for the incentive 
which is not exceedec 

100. The systefon as defined in claim 91, further comprising 
a component for obtaining information on whether one of the 

buyer entities accepted the incentive; and 

a component for inputting this information to the database. 

101 . The system as defined in claim 97, further comprising a 
component for obtaining information on whether the buyer entity made a 
follow-up purchase or a co\purchase contemporaneous with or after 
accepting the incentive and\inputting this information to the purchase record 
of the buyer entity in the database. 

102. The system as defined in claim 90, wherein said second 
component for entering further comprises a component for categorizing 
purchases listed from a plurality of independent third parties in the proof of 
purchase records based on a se\ of categories. 

103. The system as defined in claim 99, further comprising a 
component for calculating at leasA one score for a buyer entity based on the 
amount purchased in one or more selected categories. 

104. The system as defined un claim 99, further comprising: 

a component for calculating a separate score for a buyer entity 
in each of a plurality of categories ba^ed on the amount purchased by the 
buyer entity in the respective category 

a component for calculating a composite score for a particular 
buyer entity in accordance with a function of the separate scores for a 
plurality of selected categories for the particular buyer entity; and 
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a component for creating a group of buyer entities based on 
said composite scores. 

105. The system as defined in claim 100, further comprising: a 
component for providing a plurality of said incentives from different 
advertisers to one 01 the buyer entities, including a component for 
determining the sequence or the relative prominence of each of the plurality 
of the incentive awands based on said calculated score. 

106. The system as defined in claim 102, wherein the system 
provided the plurality of incentives across a plurality of distribution channels. 

107. The system as defined in claim 100, further comprising: 

a component for receiving additional proof of purchase records 
for one of said buyer entities; and 

a component for recalculating at least one of said scores said 
one of said buyer entities pased on the additional proof of purchase records. 

108. The system aa defined in claim 104, further comprising: 

A component for determining if the recalculated score qualifies 
said one of the buyer entities\for an on-going incentive. 

109. The system as deVined in claim 104, further comprising: a 
component for recalculating tha incentive determined in said fifth component 
by applying said recalculated scqre of said one of the buyer entities to an 
incentive function. 

110. The system as defined in claim 104, further comprising: a 
component for providing a plurality of said incentives from different 
advertisers to one of the buyer entities, including a component for 
determining the sequence or the relative prominence of each of the plurality 
of the incentive awards based on said recalculated score. 

111. The system as defined in claim 107, wherein the system 
provides the plurality of incentives across a plurality of distribution channels. 
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112. The system as defined in claim 100, further comprising: 

a component for weighting questions based on scores of said 

buyer entity; 

a component fpr selecting questions, based, at least in part, on 

a component for sending questionnaires electronically to a 
plurality of said buyer entities; and 

a component for receiving responses to the questionnaire from 
a plurality of said buyer entities; 

a component for\ weighting said responses from at least one of 
said buyer entities; and 

a component for Vecalculating at least one score for the at least 
one buyer entity based on saidl weighted responses. 

113. The system as defined in claim 109, further comprising: 

a component for determining if the recalculated score qualifies 
said one of the buyer entities fonan on-going incentive. 

114. The system as definea in claim 109, further comprising: a 
component for recalculating the incentive determined in said incentive 
providing component by applying said recalculated score of said one of the 
buyer entities to the incentive functic 

115. The system as defined inV;laim 109, further comprising: a 
component for providing a plurality of said incentives from different 
advertisers to one of the buyer entities, including the steps of determining 
the sequence or the relative prominence of each of the plurality of the 
incentive awards based on said recalculated score. 

1 1 6. The system as defined in clairn 1 1 2, wherein the fifth 
component provides the plurality of incentives across a plurality of 
distribution channels 



117. The system as defined in claim 9B, comprising: 
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a component for obtaining non-purchase information about one 
of said buyer entities from third party; and 

a component for recalculating at least one score of said one of 
said buyer entities based on the non-purchase information. 



118. The system as defined in 
information is demographic informaticn 



claim 114, wherein said non-purchase 



119. The system as defined in 
component for receiving an authorizat 
as a threshold requirement to obtainin 



claim 114, further comprising: a 
on from said one of the buyer entities 
non-purchase information. 



120. The system as defined in claim 114, further comprising: a 
component for determining if the recalculated score qualifies said one of the 
buyer entities for an on-going incentivel 

121. The system as defined in claim 114, further comprising: a 
component for recalculating the incentive determined by the incentive 
providing component by applying said recalculated score of said one of the 
buyer entities to the incentive function. 

1 22. The system as defined in claitn 114, further comprising: a 
component for providing a plurality of saidlincentives from different 
advertisers to one of the buyer entities, including a component for 
determining the sequence or the relative prominence of each of the plurality 
of the incentive awards based on said recalculated score. 

123. The system as defined in claim 4 14, wherein the system 
provides the plurality of incentives across a plurality of distribution channels. 

1 24. The system as defined in claim 10D, wherein at least one 
category is an individual company, and whereinlthe score for that category 
is calculated based on the amount of purchases\indicated by said proof of 
purchase records for said individual company. 
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1 25. The system as define 



component for sending at least one 



score of a particular one of said buyer 
entities to a third party after receipl of an authorization from said particular 
buyer entity. 



1 26. The system as definec 
component for storing electronicall 
computer for said buyer entity. 

1 27. The system as definec 
component stores the at least one 



in claim 100, further comprising a 



in claim 100, further comprising a 
f at least one score for a buyer entity at a 



in claim 1 23, wherein said storing 
core on a cookie. 



128. The system as definec in claim 123, further comprising a 
component for allowing said buyer entity to send said score to a third party. 

129. The system as definedjin defined in claim 100, further 
comprising: 

a component for recalculating the scores for each of a plurality 
of buyer entities based on new proolj of purchase records entered in the 
electronic database; 

a component for comparing the recalculated scores to a 
threshold; and 

a component for generating an indication if one of the 
recalculated scores exceeds said threshold but the score before recalculation 
did not exceed the threshold. 

130. The system as defined in ctaim 126, wherein said indication 
comprises providing an incentive to a biwer entity with a recalculated score 
that exceeds the threshold but the score\of the buyer entity before 
recalculation did not exceed the thresholc 

131 . The system as defined in clairVi 100, further comprising a 
component for calculating a fee based on tl\e scores of the buyer entities 
provided the incentive. 
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132. The system as defined in clajim 100, further comprising a 
component for receiving information on whether one of the buyer entities 
made a follow-up purchase or a co-purcHase contemporaneous with or after 
accepting an incentive; and recalculating the score for said one of the buyer 



entities with additional points provided 
accepting the incentive. 



or making the purchase after 



cla 



133. The system as defined in 
component for determining if the recalci 
buyer entities for an on-going incentive. 



134. The system as defined in c 
component for recalculating the incentivfe 
providing component by applying said re 
buyer entities to the incentive function 



m 129, further comprising: a 
ated score qualifies said one of the 



aim 129, further comprising: a 
determined in said incentive 
calculated score of said one of the 



<iim 129, further comprising: a 
incentives from different 



135. The system as defined in c 
component for providing a plurality of sai 

advertisers to one of the buyer entities, including determining the sequence 
or the relative prominence of each of the plurality of the incentive awards 
based on said recalculated score. 

136. The system as defined in claiWi 129, wherein the system 
provides a plurality of incentives across a plurality of distribution channels 

137. The system as defined in clairji 100, further comprising: 
a component for receiving information on whether one of the 

buyer entities accepted the incentive; and 

a component for recalculating it least one of the scores for one 
of the buyer entities based on the buyer entrtty accepting the incentive. 



138. The system as defined in claim 
component for determining if the recalculatec 
buyer entities for an on-going incentive. 



34, further comprising: a 
score qualifies said one of the 
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139. The system as defined in claim 134J 



component for recalculating the incentive determ 

providing component by applying said recalculate^ score of said one of the 
buyer entities to the incentive function. 



140. The system as defined in claim 134 



component for providing a plurality of said incentives from different 



further comprising: a 
ned in said incentive 



further comprising: a 



advertisers to one of the buyer entities, including 
or the relative prominence of each of the plurality 
based on said recalculated score. 



determining the sequence 
of the incentive awards 



141. The system as defined in claim 134, 
provides the plurality of incentives across a plura 



142. The system as defined in claim 100, 
for receiving information that one of the buyer ent 
predetermined web site; and recalculating one of 
the buyer entities to increase the score based on 



wherein the system 
lifcy of distribution channels 



omprising: a component 
ties visited a 
tpe scores of said one of 
is visit. 



tli 



143. The system as defined in claim 139, f jrther comprising: a 



component for determining if the recalculated score* 
buyer entities for an on-going incentive. 



qualifies said one of the 



144. The system as defined in claim 139, farther comprising: 
recalculating the incentive determined in said incentive providing component 
by applying said recalculated score of said one of the buyer entities to the 
incentive function. I 

145. The system as defined in claim 139, funjther comprising: a 
component for providing a plurality of said incentiveslfrom different 
advertisers to one of the buyer entities, including determining the sequence 
or the relative prominence of each of the plurality of tpe incentive awards 
based on said recalculated score. 



v 
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146. The system as defined in claim 139, wherein the system 
provides the plurality of incentives across a plurality of distribution channels. 

147. The system as defined in claim 100, wherein said providing an 
incentive component icomprises a component for determining an incentive 
wherein a type and/onamount of the incentive is selected for the buyer 
entity by applying said\score of said buyer entity to an incentive function. 

148. The systernas defined in claim 91, wherein said providing an 
incentive component comprises a component for determining an incentive 
within an incentive structure wherein a type or amount of incentive is 
provided to the buyer entitAbased on an electronic input from the buyer 
entity. \ 

149. The system as defined in claim 91, wherein said providing an 
incentive component comprisesVa component for determining an incentive 
from within an incentive structure wherein a type or amount of incentive is 
provided to the buyer entity based on the buyer entity meeting 
predetermined search criteria. \ 

150. The system as defined m claim 91, wherein the providing an 
incentive component comprises a component for selecting the incentive 
based on a first criteria of purchasing of a particular good or service, and a 
second criteria of a minimum number of rlifferent instances when the 
particular good or service was purchased \n a predetermined time period. 

151. The system as defined in claim\91 , wherein the providing an 
incentive component comprises a componentyor setting the incentive based 
on a first criteria of purchasing of a particular good or service, and a second 
criteria of a minimum monetary value purchased of the particular good or 
service purchased in a predetermined time periocL 

152. The system as defined in claim 91, further comprising a 
component for linking to a third party database ana inputting information 
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therefrom on whether the buyer entity made a follow-up purchase or a co- 
purchase contemporaneous with or after accepting the incentive and 
inputting this information to theldatabase. 

153. The system as defined in claim 91, wherein said providing an 
incentive component comprises including a cookie with the incentive, with 
said cookie designed to monitor predetermined activity relating to said 
incentive. I 

1 54. The system as defined in claim 91 , further comprising a 
component for submitting a request to one of said buyer entities to provide a 
rating of a product or service only m the purchase record of the buyer entity 
shows a purchase of the product or service to be rated. 

155. The system as defined in claim 151, further comprising: 

a component for weighting each entity submitted rating for a 

product or service according to the money spent on the particular product or 

service by the entity; and \ 

a component for creating an average rating for the product or 

service based on the weighted entity submitted ratings. 

1 56. The system as defined in claim 91 , further comprising a 
component for calculating a charge for providing the incentive based on the 
size of the group of buyer entities resulting from the search. 

157. The system as defined in clain™91, further comprising a 
component for calculating a charge for providing incentives based on a 
number of elements in the search criteria. \ 

158. The system as defined in claim 100, further comprising a 
component for calculating a charge for providirrg the incentive based on both 
the size of the group of buyer entities resulting llrom the search and the 
scores of the buyer entities. \ 
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159. The system as defined in claim 91, further comprising a 
component for comparing a sourcejof the third party proof of purchase 
records with a source database of third parties and entering only those proof 
of purchase records if from third party sou 



database. 



1 60. The system as defined 
component for categorizing purchas 
and entering only purchases within 



rces that are in the source 



in claim 91, further comprising a 
3S relative to a database of categories 
j elected categories. 



161. The system as defined in claim 91 , wherein said entering 
component further comprises a component for categorizing of purchases 
listed from a plurality of independent jhird parties in the proof of purchase 
records based on a set of categories; 

a component for calculating a separate score for a buyer entity 
in each of a plurality of categories based on the amount purchased by the 
buyer entity in the respective category; \and 

a component for recording ht least one of said scores in a 
cookie on a buyer entity computer that rnay be accessed from a 
communications network by at least one merchant. 

162. The system as defined in claim 91, further comprising: 

a component for storing at least one score for a buyer entity on 
a cookie at a computer for said buyer entity! 

a component for allowing a merchant to access said cookie and 
obtain said at least one score; 

said merchant correlating said accessed score to at least one 
item of content; and 

a component for serving to the butyer entity said at least one 
item of content. 



163. The system as defined in claim 10, further comprising a 
component for storing at least one score for a buuer entity on a cookie at a 
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computer for said buyer entitw and updating the score on said cookie with a 



recalculated score. 



164. The system as defined in claim 91, further comprising: 
a component for adding the purchase amounts for the buyer 

entity over a first period of timf made from a first merchant to obtain a first 
merchant purchase amount; 

a component for determining if the first merchant purchase 
amount exceed a threshold value; and 

a component for rewarding the buyer entity for having 
exceeded the threshold value of purchases. 

165. The system as defined in claim 10, further comprising a 
component for updating the searchable database on a continuous basis; and 

A component for recalculating the scores on a continuous 

basis. 

166. The system as defined in claim 10, further comprising: 
a component for recalculating at least one score for a buyer 

entity for one of the categories basea on information on the television 
viewing habits or the viewing of a pa\ticular television program by that buyer 
entity. 

167. The system as defined in Alaim 163, further comprising: a 
component for determining if the recalculated score qualifies said one of the 
buyer entities for an on-going incentive. 

168. The system as defined in claim 163, further comprising: a 
component for recalculating the incentive determined in said incentive 
providing component by applying said recalculated score of said one of the 
buyer entities to the incentive function. 

169. The system as defined in claim 1\33, further comprising: a 
component for providing a plurality of said incentives from different 
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advertisers to one of the buyer entities, including determining the sequence 
or the relative prominence of eacli of the plurality of the incentive awards 
based on said recalculated score 

170. The system as define d in claim 91, further comprising a 
component for monitoring the receiver of an interactive television to 



determine if an ad is shown by th 
buyer entity; and providing an inc 
has not been zapped. 



5 receiver and has not been zapped by the 
ntive reward to the buyer entity if the ad 



171 . The system as defined in claim 167, wherein the incentive 
reward is a reduction in a pay per v^ew charge for a program being viewed 
at the same time as the ad. 

172. The system as defined iVi claim 100, further comprising a 
component for monitoring the receiver of an interactive television to 
determine if an ad has been zapped; and providing an incentive based to the 
buyer entity if the ad has not been zapped with the incentive determined in 
accordance with at least one of the scores of the buyer entity. 

173. The system as defined 10®, further comprising: a component 
for selecting ads from a storage based an a particular television program 
being received by the receiver of that bu^/er entity to display those ads in a 
predetermined sequence. 

174. The system as defined in claihn 100, further comprising a 
component for selecting a sequence of ads to be displayed at a receiver 
based on a particular television program being received by a receiver of the 
buyer entity and on the scores of that buyen entity. 

175. The system as defined in claim \00, further comprising a 
component for determining an incentive for viewing a television 
advertisement based on a particular television program being received by a 
receiver of the buyer entity. 
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176. The system as defined in claim 100, further comprising a 
component for determining an incentive for viewing a television 
advertisement based orp password entered from a receiver of the buyer 
entity. 

177. The systeM as defined in claim 100, further comprising a 
component for determining an incentive for viewing a television 
advertisement based on a predetermined response received from the receiver 
of the buyer entity and a\ least one score of the buyer entity. 

178. A system for buyer-dri^n targeting comprising: 
a component for sending to a buyer entity an electronic offer to 

provide an incentive in return foriaddress information of the buyer entity; 

a component for receiving from the buyer entity an electronic 
response containing said address information; 

a component fo^q^reWing said address information with at 
least one attribute from a d^t^ase of attributes of buyer entities in an area 
indicated by the address information; 

a component for selecting from a plurality of incentives based 
on said correlated attribute; and 

a component for presenting said selected incentive to said 

buyer entity. 

The system as defined in claim 175, wherein said at least one 
attribute i^vincome. 

180. A system for buyer-driven targeting comprising: 

a componenmor sending to a buyer entity an electronic offer to 
participate in an incentive pjpgram in return for access to a credit report for 
the buyer entity; 

a com^pnerrc for receiving from the buyer entity an electronic 
response with a dj^ital identity verification granting a right of access to said 
credit report; 
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a component for searching electronically said credit report and 
obtaining at least one attribute about the buyei/entity from the credit report; 

a component for correlating thatmtribute to an incentive from a 
plurality of incentives based on said correlated attribute; and 

a component for presenting sajfcl selected incentive to said 

buyer entity. 

181. A system for buyer-driven targeting comprising: 

a component for sending to a buyer entity an offer for 
participating in an incentive program ira return for access to a purchase 
information pertaining to the buyer entity from at least three merchants; 

a component for receiving from the buyer entity an electronic 
response with a digital identity vesication granting a right of access to said 
purchase information of the merchants; 

a component for downloading said purchase information from 



download 

IP 

^electronic 



the merchants; 

a component for ^electronically searching the purchase 
information to obtain at least/one attribute from the purchase information 
about the buyer entity; 

a component fbr correlating that attribute to an incentive from a 
plurality of incentives based on said correlated attribute; and 

a component for presenting said selected incentive to said 

buyer entity. 

1 82. A system jlor buyer-driven targeting comprising: 

a component for sending to a buyer entity an offer for 
participating in an incentive program in return for unverified purchase 
information pertaining to the buyer entity and access to verification 
information held bw merchants; 

a component for receiving from the buyer entity an electronic 
response with the unverified purchase information and a digital identity 
verification granting a right of access to the buyer entity verification 
information heldf by the merchants from whom the purchases were made; 
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a component for making^ comparison of the unverified 
purchase information for the buyer entity and the buyer entity verification 
information from the merchants tq verify that the unverified information is 
accurate purchase information; 

a component for ^e^#®toically searching the accurate purchase 
information to obtain at least^n^attribute about the buyer entity; 

a component fdV correlating that attribute to an incentive from a 
plurality of incentives basercJ on said correlated attribute; and 

a component for presenting said selected incentive to said 
bqfg Kjii iii y . 



T83. The system as defined in claim 179, further comprising: a 
component for adding the purchase amounts for the buyer entity over a first 
period of tin^e made from a first merchant to obtain a first merchant 
purchase amount; determining if the first merchant purchase amount exceed 
a threshold value; and sending an incentive to the buyer entity for having 
exceeded the threshold value of purchases. 

184. A method for buyeryariven targeting, comprising the steps of: 

recording informatjon into at least one buyer entity profile, such 
information having been genej^ited as the result of at least one action or 



activity taken by said at U 



one buyer entity; 
calculating fof saffaajt least one buyer entity at least one 
l^arwount of benefits available to the buyei 
pursuant to the information contained in said at least one profile; and 



measure which indicates 



displaying or otherwise providing said at least one measure to 
the buyer entity. 



1!S5. The method as defined in claim 182, where the displaying or 
otherwiseWoviding said at least one measure step includes displaying or 
otherwise providing said measure to the buyer entity either at regular 
intervals or before and/or after the buyer entity takes certain actions which 
generate the information which is stored in the profile. 
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186. The method as defined in claim 183, wherein said displaying or 
otherwise providing step comprises displaying or otherwise providing to the 
buyer entity the degree or amount that the measure changed during the 
most recent interval affcd/or as the result of the most recent action or actions 
by the buyer entity 

187. The method\as defined in claim 184, where the displaying or 
otherwise providing the cftange in the measure comprises quantifying a total 
or partial value of benefitslto which the buyer entity has become entitled as 
the result of the measure cnange, and displaying or otherwise providing the 
buyer entity an estimate of the value of these benefits. 

188. The method as defined in claim 182, wherein the action is a 
purchase of a product or servfbe. 

189. The method as defined in claim 182, wherein the action is 
responding to an email or clicking a web site ad. 

190. The method as definbd in claim 182, wherein the activity is the 
buyer entity responding to an advertisement, and wherein the buyer entity 
profile includes a number indicatives of the buyer entity's purchase history, 
and wherein the calculating at leastvone measure step includes the step of 
determining if the number is at or abl^ve a predetermined threshold. 

191. A method for buyer-driven targeting comprising the steps of: 
obtaining access to a ^hird party proof of purchase record or 

information contained in these proof of purchase records or information 
otherwise derived from said purchase records for each of a plurality of buyer 
entities, and with the help or^aij^lo^ation of each of the buying entities; 

maintaining a^sear#nable electronic database of information 
pertaining to buying entities; 

obtaining^search criteria; 
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searching the third party yproof of purchase records or the 
information derived from said purchase records based on the search criteria 
to obtain a group of buyer entities^nj 

providing an exclusive ij^S^ftive to each of a plurality of the 
buyer entities in said group withf5ut i Friaking the same incentive otherwise 
available or accessible to most/rther buying entities 

1w2. The method as defined in claim 188, further comprising the 
step of associating records of purchases of buyer entities to activity of those 
buyer entities with respect to advertisements based on a criteria; and 
recording \this association in the searchable database. 

1 931. The method as defined in claim 1 89, wherein the criteria is that 
the purchase is made within a predetermined period of time before or after 
the activitN 
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